14 is my vrivilege to present the MERCHANT MARINE MERITGRICUS SERVICE
MEDAL, swthorized by Public Lsw 398, 86th Congress, to

LEONARD P. LA REE
Yanter
58 MIRRBITH VICTORY

In recopnition of his travery, bumanitarianism, outstanding leadership apd merine
skill, when, in December, 1950, as Captain of the HuDITR VICTOHY, he gulded his
ship and crew in secomplishing the evacuation of thousands of Korean civiliansg
from warstorn Hungnam, Koreas,

By reason of his commmnd, and the brevery and sesmanship of his crew,
BREDITH ViCIEY has been recognised as a "Gallant 3hip” and eited 28 follows:

At the beight of the epochemasking evacuation of Hungosm, Kores, by the
Upited Nations Forces in December, 1950, the MiGIITH VICIGRKY was ree
guested to assist in the removal of Korean civilians trepped and threat-
ened with death by the encircling enemy srmies. ¥ost of the mllitary
personnel had veen pulled cut, and the city was aflame from enemy gunfire,
Desplte imminent danyer of artillery and air attack, and while her escape
route became more precericus by the hour, ihe MEKLDITR V.CTORY, her tanks
full of jet fuel, held her position in the shelletern harbor until 14,000
men, women end children had crowded into the ship. OUne of the last ships
40 leave Hungnsm, the MERLDITH VICTCHY set her course through enemy mine
fields, and although having little feod and water, and neither doctor ner
interpreter, sccomplished the ihres<day voysge o safety at Fusan with
her muman cerge, including seversl bables berm enrcute, without loss of a
single life,

The courage, rcmrwfumu,mndsmm?mdt«mrkafmm,
of ficers and crew in successfully completing one of the greatest marine
rescues in the histery of the world have caused the name of the MEREIITH
VICTORY to be perpetuated as that of a Callant Ship.

Tecnard P, Lafue is congratulated upon the performence of an action which
wag in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Herchant Harine, and
hamé&:eeﬁdthatawvfWmmmamawm&mnwré.

Clsrence G, Horse
Haritise Administrater



The attached Gallant Ship Unit Citation 1s to be awarded to the entire

crow of the 83 MER'DITH VICTORY as listed below:

Jogeph Blessett
John P. Brady
Robert H. Clarke
Russell V. Clauas
( Fighard L. Coley

Charles C. Crockett
Sidney E. Deel
Andres Dias
Alver O, Yranson
Major M. Fuller
ise Grsen
Nathaniel T. Creen
Albert W, Golenmbeski
lawrence Hamaker, Jr.
Morall B, Harper
Charles J. Harrie
leon L, Hayes
Ceorge E. Hirsimakl
Jossph A. Horton
Ionnte G. Funter
¥4lliam Re Jarrett
Kenneth ¥, Jones
leon A, Katrobos, Jr.
Alfred ¥, Kaufhold
James A, Kelsey
Ilsonard P. laRue
James R, lanney
Patrick H. ¥cDonald
Adrian L. ¥eGregor
Ira D. ¥urphy
¥illie Newell
Vernice Yewsonme
}?113 He ggblﬁ
Elmer B, Osmund
Harding H. Petersen
Johnnie Pritchard
{ino Ssvastio
Henry JeB. Smith

' Iouis A. Sullivan
Xmll Be Tang
Weng T. Win
Frnest ¥ingrove
Steve G, Xenos

Wiper
Chief Engineer

‘Ubility

Vessman

Ordinary Seaman

Ofler

Assistant Eleetricien
Wiper

Third Mate

Steward
Fireman/Watertonder
Radio Officer

Second Mate

1ler

Utility

Blectrician

Able-bodied Seaman
Utility

FAirst Assistant Engincer
Fireman/¥atertender
Able-bodied Seaman
Able~bodied Sesman
Able~bodied Seaman
Ordinary Seaman

Iicensed Junlor Engineer
Junicr Third Assistant Engineer
Master

Purser

Chief Cook

Able-bodied Seaman
Heasman

Deck Utility

Asgistant Cook

¥iper

Third Assistant Engineer
Bosun

Second Assigtant Engineer
Hessman

Chief Mate

Junior Third Mate
Iicensed Junior Engineer
Fireman/Watertender
Ordinsry Seaman
Able-bodied Seaman
S8econd Cook and Baker
Deck Utility

Oller



